Senators urge passage of their drug bill
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Pharmaceutical Assistance for the Aged and Disabled (PAAD) and
Senior Gold programs, which provide comprehensive prescription
drug coverage to more than 200,000 |ow-income seniors and
disabled peoplein the state. Seniors enrolled in PAAD currently pay
$5 for each prescription and there are no deductibles or premiumsin
either program. New Jersey is home to more than 1.2 million
seniors.

Both senators said if their amendment was not included in the final
bill, they would not vote for prescription drug benefits.

"A federal prescription drug benefit should not come at the price of
New Jerseyans giving up current benefits,” Lautenberg said. "The
provisions we inserted will help preserve the benefits many New
Jersey seniors aready receive from the state.”

McGreevey praised the senators for their amendment.

"Thanks to Senators Corzine and Lautenberg ... New Jersey's seniors
can rest assured that our well-established, successful state
prescription drug programs will remain strong and vibrant for the
foreseeable future," McGreevey said.

Douglas Johnston, government affairs officer for the New Jersey
chapter of AARP, said the amendment would help New Jersey's
seniors.

"It's a fantastic thing the senators have done," Johnston said. "This
will help (New Jersey's) budget."

Lautenberg said Republicans are the real challenge to passing the
bill.

U.S. Republican Reps. James Saxton, R-Mount Holly, and
Christopher Smith, R-Hamilton, were unavailable for comment.

Staffersin Corzine's office said no strong opposition for the
amendment has been argued.
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